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Red Cross purpose an organic union as soon as the temper their appreciation of his able and disinterested services, and 



of the world will permit. 

"I wish all speed to that consummation, both for the 
promotion of Red Cross activity and for the prompt attain- 
ment of the time when peace and good will shall be written 
in men's hearts as plainly as it is now being written in 
their covenants. 

"Cordially and sincerely yours, 

"Woodrow Wilson." 

The director general of the League of Red Cross So- 
cieties, it was announced on May 15th, is to be Gen. Sir 
David Henderson, who has had an important part during 
the war in building up the British Air Service. He is a 
native of Glasgow and was born in 1862. 

On May 5, Henry P. Davison, who has so admirably man- 
aged the American Red Cross Society's work, was elected 
chairman of the governing board of the new organization 
which is to be controlled by a general council. His as- 
sociates will be Sir Henry Stanley, of Great Britain, Count 
Kergorlay, of France, Count Frascara of Italy, and Pro- 
fessor Ninagawa of Japan, and ten others to be named by 
them 



INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION AFFAIRS 

While it is probably still as true as it was a few 
months ago that of the twenty-four national groups of the 
Interparliamentary Union only about half of them now 
are genuine, organized forces within the countries they 
represent, it should be known that the branch in the United 
States is vigilant and functioning. At the formal meet- 
ing held last February, Honorable William B. McKinley, 
of Illinois, was unanimously chosen as successor to the 
Hon. James L. Slayden, owing to the retirement of the 
latter from Congress. Mr. McKinley has been deeply inter- 
ested in the Interparliamentary Union since he entered 
Congress in 1905. 

As an indication of the regard with which Mr. Slayden 
is held by his fellow workers in this field, the appended 
text of the testimonial passed at the annual meeting of 
the American Group at its sixteenth annual meeting, is 
formally and finally authoritative. These resolutions, beau- 
tifully engrossed and framed, were formally presented to 
Mr. Slayden by President Elihu Root, at the annual meet- 
ing of the Trustees. of the Carnegie Endowment on April 
18. Following is the text of the Memorial: 

TESTIMONIAL 

to 

The Honorable James L. Slayden 

from 

The American Group of the Interparliamentary Union. 

Whereas, The Honorable James L. Slayden, of Texas, is 
about to retire from Congress after twenty-two years of 
unbroken service for his State and for the United States 
in the House of Representatives; and 

Whereas, During the last four years Mr. Slayden has 
been the President of the American Group of the Interpar- 
liamentary Union, and has rendered, devoted and enthusias- 
tic aid in the co-operation of the parliaments of the world 
to promote international peace through justice; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the American Group of the Interparlia- 
mentary Union, in session at its Sixteenth Annual Meet- 
ing, February 24, 1919, unanimously present this cordial and 
affectionate testimonial to Mr. Slayden, as evidence of . the 
regard of his fellow members of the American Group, of 



of his eloquent advocacy of the cause of righteousness and 
justice. 

In his retirement from public service, Mr. Slayden can 
carry with him a consciousness of public duty patriotically 
performed, for the influence of his example will remain an 
inspiration to his associates and of abiding benefit to his 
country. 

William B. McKinley, 

President. 
Attest : 

S. N. D. North, 

Executive Secretary. 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Syria's area, population, wealth and probable part 
in the world's future history are not of the sort 
to make solution of her special problems one of the grave 
issues of tbe hour ; hut the rivalry between Great Britain 
and France as to future control of the territory and the 
distinct "nationalistic" movement that leans toward 
affirmation of Arabian rather than Christian domination 
have made the situation somewhat complicated and. the 
outcome doubtful. 

The text of the compact, which was drawn up by Sir 
Mark Sykes representing England, and Georges Pirot. 
French high commissioner in 1916, in accordance with 
which Syria, Armenia and Arabia were to be partitioned 
by these powers, is not yet made public. A later under- 
standing between Great Britain and France formally 
signed by Arthur James Balfour and Stephen Pichon 
was less hostile to "national" aspirations and indicated 
a distinct reversion from the policy of land-grabbing 
with which the Allies cemented their union during the 
first years of the war. This more liberal attitude was 
reflected in the following text. 

"The aim which France and Great Britain have in 
view in waging in the East the war let loose on the 
world by German ambition is to insure the complete and 
final emancipation of all those peoples so long oppressed 
by the Turks, and to establish national governments and 
administrations which shall derive their authority from 
the initiative and free will of the peoples themselves. 

"To realize this, France and Great Britain are in 
agreement to encourage and assist the establishment of 
native governments in Syria and Mesopotamia, now lib- 
erated by the Allies, as also in those territories for whose 
liberation they are striving and to recognize those gov- 
ernments immediately they are effectively established. 

"Far from wishing to impose on the peoples of these 
regions this or that institution, they have no other care 
than to assure, by their support and practical aid, the 
normal workings of such governments and administra- 
tions as the peoples shall themselves have adopted; to 
guarantee impartial and even justice for all, to facilitate 
the economic development of the country by arousing 
and encouraging local initiative, to foster the spread of 
education, to put an end to those factions too long ex- 
ploited by Turkish policy — such is the part which the 
two allied governments have set themselves to play in 
liberated territories." 

The tactics and ethics of the Bolshevist Russians, 
as defined by them in November, 1918, are to be found 



